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Good explanation of why it''s optional in this case, although I''m not convinced that reason is the only

reasonable antecedent of why. For example, the explanation why is a common usage, ...

Since we can say &quot;Why can we grow taller?&quot;, &quot;Why cannot we grow taller?&quot; is a

logical and properly written negative. We don''t say &quot;Why we can grow taller?&quot; so the construct ...

The spelling of number is number, but the abbreviation is No (No). There is no letter o in number, so where

does this spelling come from?

In the sentence &quot;Why is this here?&quot;, is &quot;why&quot; an adverb? What part of speech is

&quot;why?&quot; I think it modifies the verb &quot;is&quot;, so I think it is an adverb.
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